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High School Arts Management and Workforce 

Development program is birthed in Nail salon 

 
A powerful and potentially life changing program has formed in an unlikely way between Herman 
LeVern Jones’ TheatreSouth (HLJTS) and the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) at Robert 
Morgan Educational Center.  Carolyn Jones (HLJTS’s Education Director) and Colleen Clark 
(International Business Strand Leader, FBLA Adviser, and FBLA District 26 Director) just happened to 
be sitting right next to each other while they were getting a pedicure at a nail salon in Homestead, 
Florida in October.  What began as small talk between the two, turned into an opportunity for HLJTS 
to introduce a theatre business and workforce development model to the FBLA students at Robert 
Morgan Educational Center in Cutler Bay, Florida.  
 

Fast forward to December and now the 

TheatreSouth team is in full-swing with the 11th 

and 12th grade FBLA students. The program is called 

“High School Arts Management Teen 

Workforce” (HSAMTW) and the TheatreSouth 

team is working on a completely voluntary basis 

to implement it. Associate Producer Samantha 

Davis, Education Director Carolyn Jones and 

Business Developer Jacovia Farrington are 

providing the students with hands-on training in 

the areas of producing, marketing, 

telemarketing, graphic design, audience development, stage management, fundraising, 

bookkeeping, resume and network building, branding, the college application process, job 

searching and more.  

The driving force behind this program is 
TheatreSouth’s Executive Producer and Artistic 
Director, Herman LeVern Jones. Jones, a 44 year 
veteran in the theatre industry, brings a wealth of 
knowledge and experience to the table. Having 
been an entrepreneur in the theatre industry 
since 1974 (when he turned his grandmother’s 
house into a theatre), Jones is inspiring many of 
the FBLA students to learn about theatre business and start a 
business of their own someday.  Jones believes in the power of 
hands-on learning. “I didn’t learn how to direct and produce by 

“I didn’t learn how to 

direct and produce by 

sitting in a classroom 

listening to lectures, I 

learned by actually 

doing it myself…”  

– Herman LeVern    

Jones 

Herman LeVern Jones 

TheatreSouth with the 12th grade FBLA students at Robert 
Morgan Educational Center  
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sitting in a classroom listening to lectures, he says, “I learned by actually doing it myself.”  
 
The first project the students will be working on is the 
“I Have A Dream” Gospel Musical on Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. to be presented at the Coral Springs 
Center for the Arts on Friday January 13, 2017 as 
part of the City of Coral Spring’s 27th annual MLK 
Celebration. “I Have A Dream” is a Gospel Musical 
on the life and times of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that 
chronicles the major events of the Civil Rights 
Movement from December 1, 1955 when Rosa Parks 
refused to give up her seat on the bus until April 4, 
1968 when Dr. King was assassinated. The production contains historical images of the Civil 
Rights Movement, music, Gospel singing, and dancing. The students will be helping with 
fundraising, selling tickets, house managing, stage managing, designing and selling 
merchandise, creating flyers and more. The students will also have the opportunity to see 
the “I Have A Dream” production on Friday January 13. 
 
After the performance in Coral Springs, TheatreSouth will be working with the FBLA 
students on two major projects: producing “I Have A Dream” at the Robert Morgan 
Educational Center during Black History Month where the students will have an opportunity 
to perform in the production in addition to working on the business side and preparing for 
the students to attend the FBLA State Leadership Conference in March 2017 in Orlando, 
Florida.  
 
Other components to the “High School Arts Management Teen Workforce” program 
include summer job and internship placement for the students in Executive level positions at 
various companies in Miami-Dade County, creating a “Student of the Week” profile on each 
FBLA student to give them recognition for their achievements, a Toy Drive for young cancer 
survivors and more.   
 
For more information and updates on the “High School Arts Management Teen Workforce” 
program, please contact us at:  
 

Office: 305.924.3003 
Email: theatresouthatlanta@yahoo.com 

Mailing Address: 815 North Homestead Blvd, Suite 155, Miami, FL 33030 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/theatresouth 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/theatresouthTSA?lang=en 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/theatresouth 

 

 


